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Sir Mulberry Hawk, for they are not definite
enough to have so definite a judgment pronounced
on them. On the contrary, so far as we can
judge of them, they are not only not impossible,
but they are not improbable. As we read the
descriptions of them, our impression is that the
author must have had some reality in her mind ;
but if the reader would get at this reality, his
imagination has so far to amend what she
presents him with, that the result will be to his
credit rather than hers ; and when the result is
attained, and the faint and timid outlines are
filled in so as to somewhat approach a portrait,
his chief feeling will be wonder that such
portraits should have been thought worth
taking. There are descriptions in these essays
of at least twenty characters, every one of
which is meant to be typical of some important
element in society, and is expressly used to
point some important moral. But it is not too
much to say that in not one of those characters
is there the least sense conveyed to us of the
author's having really seen her subjects, or at
any rate having been in any degree familiar with
them. They are like the productions of one
who has thought much about life, but has